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to be recognized as the Preceptor of the Year . He,
along with his colleagues at Seneca Medical Center
provide high quality community based education and
training to several disciplines of health professions
students. Located in Venango County, this
multidisciplinary primary care center is up-to-date with
the use of electronic health records and have already

achieved the

coveted
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State College of Medicine students who were placed
with Dr. Fell during the 2011academic year gave him

hi gh grades with one comml?{afjlqygﬁr'#cg%ie
experience, and | really liked the variety of medical skills

I obtained. 0
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Dr. Fell is a graduate of Thomas Jefferson University Medical College, completing his residency in

Family Practice at Excela-Latrobe Area Hospital, Latrobe, PA and is certified by the American Board
of Family Physicians. He is currently an Assistant Clinical Professor of Family and Community
Medicine at Penn State College of Medicine in Hershey. As quoted from the Oil City Derrick A | t 6 s
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interested in rural practice. | grew up in a small town and would do anything to show medical students
that they can still practice as a formal doctor in a small town setting. And it can be something they are

proud of no matter what! o

Student Spotlight

Riva Das, PSU COM Class of 2012 describes her experience with Dr. Whalen at Oil Valley
Internal Medicine Associates in Titusville
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They know how to deal with students and went out of their way to accommodate the student. My

experience.
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be able to give back to
The whole office staff w

rotation in Titusville was the most fun rotation | have had all year, as well as the one which afforded
me the most autonomy and opportunity for self-improvement in my skills with patients. It is rare to find
a group of such well-trained physicians in a rural setting and | was very lucky to have the opportunity
to work with them. This experience painted Primary Care as a career choice in a very positive
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Making Care Primary &

It makes sense that primary care providers are the foundation in a patient centered
medical home. Changes that will increase access to care require a strong and highly
skilled primary care workforce. The AHEC system plans to work as a catalyst in this
effort to attain health equity and improve health status of our residents. AHEC helps
build the medical home foundation with our efforts in development and strategic
placement of students and the health professions workforce throughout the northwest
region.

This past year Mark placed more students in underserved areas and recruited
additional preceptors. Jane launched the Virtual Health Career Club and directed
another successful Health Career Camp at Gannon. Vanessa joined us in January, first
as a Masters in Public Health student working with me as her preceptor on a public health experience,
and then as an AHEC Health Educator to lead our efforts to improve access to visual services for senior
citizens with visual impairment.

We worked with the Partner SHIP for a Healthy C
community care among Erie residents with Type 2 diabetes. This is being done with the financial
assistance of the Highmark Foundation and the expertise of many local organizations and safety net
centers. During the next year we plan to work with primary care offices to implement the Wagner Chronic
Care model and hope to enhance it using our experience with Pathways as a means to direct those who
need care but have barriers to access.

On behalf of our Board of Directors and AHEC Staff, | would like to thank the several individuals
and organizations who have provided us funding, expertise and time to further our mission to improve
access to primary care for the underserved. Join

Patricia J. Stubber, Executive Director

Health Professions Student
Placements

Continuing Professional
Education

The NW PA AHEC placed over 200 medical, e«
dental, nurse practitioner, physician assistant and
other students in AHEC Affiliated Training Sites this
year. Most were placed in either federally
designated underserved sites or health centers that
serve the residents of underserved
areas.

This year NW PA AHEC cosponsored the
nCol orectal Cancer
with the Primary Health Network, Mercer
County SHIP and the American Cancer
Society. The workshop was delivered by
expert cancer care physicians
and was designed to increase the
rate of colorectal cancer screening
and lower the incidence of colorectal
cancers diagnosed in late stages

of development.
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Five primary care physicians
and two dentists were recruited from
throughout the northwest region this
year to become preceptors for
medical, dental and other health
professions students. Their donation
of time amounts to approximately $4.2
million.

Dental students from the University Of
Pittsburgh School Of Dental Medicine were placed
at Community Health Net in Erie, the Salvation
Army Dental Center in Oil City, and Valley Dental
Center in Conneautville.

Clearfield

e TThe Road to Or al
Children with Speci ¢
presented to safety net dentists across three
AHEC regions--north west, south central and

south west. It was co-sponsored with the
University of Pittsburgh School of Dental

Medicine. The workshop focused on caring for
patients with autism spectrum disorders.

Center of Excellence for Assistive
Technology and Disability Care

A collaborative project with the Bureau of Blindness
and Visual Services resulted in Academic Detailing
to primary care offices throughout the northwest 15
counties, focusing on older adults in rural areas.

State Health Improvement Plan

Partnerships
AHEC serves as a resource and participates as
requested throughout the region. Patty Stubber
currently leads the Erie Pathways to a Healthy
Community project for Type 2 diabetics.

Health Career Opportunity
Programs

This year staff reached out to over 2,000 middle
and high school students, serving 68 junior-senior
high schools and 13 middle schools. Programs
included: Career Presentations, the Virtual Health
Career Club, Health Career Days, and the 2011
Summer Health Career Camp at Gannon
University. Three freshman college students
were accepted into the PA AHEC Scholars
Program. The ARCH (Adult Recruitment to
Careers in Healthcare) Program was presented
to 56 non-traditional students, displaced workers,
and adults looking for a second career. The first
ATeachers Lear ni-atygo-d&ar
experiential workshop) program was offered in
Bradford to high school teachers in the north
central workforce investment area.
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Technical Assistance to the
Healthcare Safety Net

Federal grant requests, local foundation grant
requests and PA Primary Care Challenge Grants
were submitted on behalf of local healthcare
safety net agencies to improve access to care
for underserved populations.

Statement of Financial Activities
for the Year Ending 2011

Interest $104 x Income

B Government Grants

B Other Grants

$297,410

Program Fees

$71,969

W Interest

Expenses

B Program Services

B Management &
General

In Kind Contributions : $4,274,772.00

($4,176,0000 98% was provided by physicians,
dentists and other health care providers who
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